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“I love being alone with the air, soil, plants and quiet. 

For me it’s better than a glass of wine, with no hangover!” 
Liz Cole 

 

We will miss you Liz. 
 

March Meeting 
 

Three of Gentian’s “Gems,” Doreen Pezza, Layanee DeMerchant and Linda Proulx presented a 
panel discussion on three different facets of gardening.  Each panelist gave a brief talk on 
container planting, prioritizing garden tasks, and new horticultural introductions.  After each 
topic was addressed, members had an opportunity to ask questions.   Our panel participants 
certainly possess a wealth of knowledge and we thank them for sharing it with us.  
 

April Meeting in the Wildflower Garden 
 

For our April meeting, we will meet in the Gentian Memorial Wildflower Garden at 6:30 p.m. 
Our garden should be peaking with spring ephemerals.  After a brief tour, we will proceed to 
the Community House for our regular meeting and a video presentation by Jackie Marro on the 
oral history of the Gentian Memorial Wildflower Garden.  Come one come all, this will be a 
lovely evening. 



True Blue Time 
 

Our April meeting is the traditional time to vote for Gentian’s True Blue Award recipient.  Please 
refer to page 30 in your yearbook to refresh your memory for the criteria we look for when 
selecting a member for this honor.  The winner will be announced at our Annual Dinner in May. 
 

Gentian’s Annual Dinner 
 

The pleasure of your company is requested at the 
Gentian Garden Club’s Annual Dinner 

Wednesday, May 16th at 6:00 p.m. 
Glocester Country Club 

Harmony, RI 

 
$35 per Person 

Make check payable to: Gentian Garden Club 
Please indicate entrée selection in memo field of check 

RSVP by May 9th to Patti Smolley 

 
MENU 

~ 
Wine 

Cheese and Crackers, Vegetable Crudités 
Field of Greens Salad with Strawberries and Goat Cheese 

Assorted Breads 
 

Choice of Entrée 
Chicken Francaise on Angel Hair Pasta with Mixed Vegetables 

or 
 Grilled Salmon with Citrus Dill Drizzle, Wild Rice and Mixed Vegetables 

 
Assorted Pastries and Cookies 

Coffee and Tea 
 

We look forward to seeing you at this picturesque location 
 for an evening of enjoying each other’s company and a lovely meal. 

  
 

Garden Therapy 
 

Our next Garden Therapy, Spring Fest, is scheduled for Wednesday April 18th.  We will be 
visiting Nancy Ann Nursing Home in Foster at 10:00 a.m.  At 1:30 in the afternoon, we will bring 
some cheer to residents at The Bridge at Cherry Hill, in Johnston.  In between our two therapies 
there will be time to enjoy lunch together.  It’s great fun.  Contact Carolyn Hansen if you will be 
able to help out. 
 



Visits to Blithewold  
 

Several of our members have signed up for “Planting for the Future” two lectures and a 
luncheon at Blithewold on Thursday, April 5th.  It looks like it will be a delightful and 
informative day.  If you can’t make out the contact information on the bottom of the scanned 
poster below, it is www.blithewold.org or (401) 253-2707 x 21.  We will be carpooling from the 
Community House at 8:30 a.m. and if you do decide to go, please let Anne Baril know. 

 

 
Another trip to Bilthewold is scheduled for Wednesday, April 25th for their annual “Daffodil 
Days at Blithewold.”  We will be leaving from the Community House at 9:00 a.m.  Again, please 
let our program chair, Anne, know if you would like to participate in this “Stepping Out.”   

 
Thank You Diane and Thank You Melissa 

 
Thanks to Diane Greggerson for promptly stepping up and volunteering to take on the Awards 
chair.  As anyone who has ever had this chair knows, it’s a big job.  Diane, we appreciate your 
dedication to the club and willingness to pitch in.  Thanks also to Melissa Machowski for 
stepping up and into the Junior co-chair position.  Melissa is wonderful with children and will be 
an excellent co-chair with Jean Marie. 
 
 

http://www.blithewold.org/


Barrel Update 
 

Our garden girls have become cover girls.  That’s right, Sharon Lavigne and Sharon Gainey made 
the front page of the Observer, and they looked lovely indeed while carrying totes of plant 
debris.  The barrels are all ready to go for the spring planting on Saturday, April 7th at 10:00 a.m.  
Come lend a trowel as the barrels are planted with dark green Alberta Spruce surrounded by 
bright yellow pansies.  Now doesn’t that sound pretty? 
 

Sell, Sell, Sell 
 

Ticket sales for Gentian’s Gems should be in full swing now.  So far we have sold $1,000 worth 
and have quite a ways to go.  Please, remember we are asking all active members to sell at least 
two $25 tickets and hopefully more.  Remember also that prizes will be awarded to the club’s 
top sellers!  More  posters and tickets will be available at out April meeting.   
 

May 19th Gentian Plant Sale 
 

With all the excitement and work involved with our upcoming garden tour, it’s easy to forget 
about our annual plant sale.  However, we will be having our sale on Saturday May 19th.  It’s not 
too early to start potting up plants.  We’d like to be able to offer nice, husky perennials.   
 

Federation News 
 

Annual Awards Luncheon 
The RIFGC Annual Awards Luncheon will be held on Thursday, April 26, 10:00 a.m. at Twin River 
Casino.  If you have signed up to go, please meet at the Community House parking lot at 9:00 
a.m. if you would like to car pool.  If you haven’t signed up but would like to go, contact Priscilla 
DiMarco at 401-245-6928 
 

Life Members 
On Thursday, May 31st, the Life Members group will be having their Spring Luncheon at the RI 
Country Club in Barrington.  Alan Banks from the US Parks Service will present a talk on the 
work of the famous park designer, Frederick Law Olmstead.  I’d love to reserve a Gentian table 
for us, but reservations must be accompanied by checks.  If you would like to go, please send 
me a check for $35.00 made out to Life Members.   
 
“The Life Member Group of the Rhode Island Federation of Garden Clubs Inc. primary goal is to 
develop a fund for scholarships promoting education in horticulture, landscape design, 
environmental science and related subjects.”  There is a $100 tax deductible one time 
membership fee to join.  You needn’t be a member to attend the luncheon.   
 
Quote of the month:  From Liz Cole’s remembrance card, “To the well-organized mind, death is 
but the next great adventure.” – Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone spoken by Albus Dumbledore 
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